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The Constitution of North Carolina. Annotated by Henry G. Connor, 
formerly Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, now 
United States District Judge for the Eastern District of North Carolina, 
and Joseph B. Cheshire. Jr., of the Kaleigh. N. C. Bar, Raleigh, N. C. 
Edward and Broughtou Publishing Co. 1911. Pp. LXXX, 508. 

The Bar of North Carolina is to be congratulated upon this serviceable 
presentation of the Constitution of their Stale. Those of other States also 
may read it u i'h profit. The order is 'hat of the Constitution : the expression 
and arrangement are those of a careful judge, and the diction is simple and 
concise. 

The proper interpietation of any constitution requires a thorough under- 
standing and a sympathetic appreciation of the principles, ideals and pur- 
poses of tlic people whoso views the constitution is intended to declare. Only 
then can the true import of the declarations of their fundamental and perma- 
nent law be perceived. This necessary information is ably presented in the 
introduction. The author seldom discloses his own conception, preferring 
to recount the words of those who created the State, conceived or employed 
the ideas or drafted the constitution. Since a constitution is the dead drag 
of the past upon the progressive or radical ideas of the present, it is proper 
that the full force of the deterrent should be understood. 

The treatise appears to achieve it' aim to present the constitution in 
such a manner that one can readily discover the present construction of 
any clause or provision by the courts of the State or Nation. Since the 
constitution itself, differing from many, declares that "the State shall ever 
remain a member of the American Union; that the people are a part of 
the American Nation ; that there is no right on the part of a State to secede, 
and thai all attempts, from whatsoever source or upon whatever pretext, 
to dissolve raid Union or to sever said nation ought to be resisted with 
the whole power of the State." it is proper that the laws of the nation should 
interweave the laws of the State. 

Wh'le the nature of the subject required that its authors should be 
firmly bound by stare decisis, it is perhaps to be regretted that there were 
not more frequent interjections of the authors' own conceptions. 

J. B. L. 



Thf. Law of I/iai'pi lint Conveyances. By Melville Madison Bigelow. Re- 
vised bv Kent Knowllon. Boston : Little. Brown and Company. 1910. 
Pp. LXIX, 762. 

The present volume contains so much of "Bigelow on Fraud" as was 
therein included under "Circumvention." Whether the subject should be 
continued at all under the classification of fraud may be questionable, because 
of the stigma attaching thereto and the absence of cause therefor in many 
of the transactions included thereunder. Our legal terminology is, however, 
t'io indefinite and too much beholden to tli- past to avoid this result. 

In the present edition the historical and theoretical treatment of the 
subject continues in the language of Dean Bigelow. The language there 
used could not well be altered. Where discussion is of bearing on the cur- 
rent law and present conditions, the present "litor has added greatly to the 
value of the prior edition by his classification of the recent authorities. 
While the former edition concerned itself rather with the theory, the additions 
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